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2025

 

 

��️ Date: Saturday, 23rd August
�� Meeting point: Irish National Sailing School

⏰ Time: We had three two hour sessions throughout the day, select a session that suits
you (starting 12 pm, 2 pm, or 4 pm).

 

From tiny isopods through various seaweeds to magnificent grey seals – this year’s
MARBEFES BioBlitz, hosted in Dún Laoghaire (County Dublin, Ireland) was full of
exciting finds. The event was held during National Heritage Week, aligning with this
year’s theme, “Exploring Our Foundations,” which highlights biodiversity and healthy
ecosystems as essential to society.

UCD organising team (Dorota Kołbuk, Nettan Carlsson, Tasman Crowe), IOPAN
scientists, student volunteers, and citizen scientists joined forces to record as many
coastal species as possible within one afternoon. UCD team led four guided walks to
the shore, each lasting about two hours. During these explorations, participants had
the opportunity to search for and identify a variety of coastal and marine species,
including crabs, sea anemones, and a variety of seaweeds – all with expert support.
Each record was submitted to the National Biodiversity Data Centre database. Our
younger participants also had a chance to play seashore bingo, which helped them
learn about local marine life in a fun way. At the end of the day, the group was joined
by Karin Dubsky from Coastwatch, who delivered a talk on local biodiversity, with
particular emphasis on seagrass in Sandycove.
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